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AGRI-BUSINESS CANNEBERGES BIELER OPENS 
$7 MILLION ECO-EFFICIENT FREEZER SPACE

 
Saint-Louis-de-Blandford, Québec – December 4, 2013

A leader among Québec’s cranberry growers, Canneberges Bieler has stored for the first time the entirety 
of its harvest in a new 515-square-foot freezer space adjacent to the rang Saint-François fruit reception 
area. Featuring cutting-edge technology that includes CO2-fed compressors which, contrary to ammonia, 
have a lesser environmental impact, this equipment valued at $7 million enabled the storage of 28 millions 
pounds of cranberries from the latest harvest.

“This investment is part of our pursuit to optimize our business operations, our field output, as well as the 
production of superior-quality fruit which, once sorted, washed and lightly dried, are frozen under the 
best conditions,” said Founding President Marc Bieler.

Located near our sister company’s processing plant, ATOKA Cranberries, the new freezer space 
considerably reduces transportation costs, as well as pollution generated by long-distance trucking. 
“All our fruit are sent to this space for processing and merchandising, added Mr. Bieler. The research 
and development conducted on-site leads to product diversification, which is key to tapping into new 
markets both locally and abroad.”

ATOKA Cranberries mainly provides base products to industrial groups, which in turn use them as 
ingredients for their own branded retail products. However, the plant’s versatility and production capacity 
led to the development of specialty products under the ATOKA brand, such as fresh cranberries, dried 
cranberries with a variety of flavours or chocolate-coated cranberries, all of which are now available in 
major grocery outlets across Québec. To this end, the assurance of a low-cost supply of a quality raw 
material will enable the business to further expand its network of distributors, wholesalers and retailers.

Canneberges Bieler inc. is a trailblazer in Québec’s cranberry industry. A renowned, one-of-a-kind 
agri-business, it operates 5 cranberry farms totalling over 1,400 acres, becoming Canada’s biggest 
producer after 30 years. Our affiliate, ATOKA Cranberries Inc., focuses on fruit processing and 
merchandising as base and specialty products. Through its sustained research and development efforts, 
the Bieler Group is able to produce a quality output that exceeds the industry average, thereby securing 
its strategic position in the agri-food sector.
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